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ONCE AGAIN-- 
THE MIND-BOGGLING 


OF THE BROODING 


When millionaire industrialist Tony Stark, inventor extraordinaire, garbs himself in solar-charged, 
steel-mesh armor he becomes the world's greatest human fighting machine... 


sk... THE INVINCIBLE IRON MAN. 
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THERE ARE [MANY WAYS TO 
Ë SPEND A SPRING NIGHT IN і 
E 


7 JOHN COSTANZA, léfferer 
JANICE COHEN, CONST 


>r ፤ | AND, TRAPPED BENEATH THE PILINGS 
Zou ] | OF Å WESTSIDE PIER... PINNED BY A 
K ee Á HALF-TON HUNK OF STEEL AND 
CONCRETE... DROWNING AS BATTERED, 
MALFLINCTIONING ARMOR TAKES ON 
THE POLLUTED WATERS OF THE HUDSON. 


AND EVEN IF НЕ DOESN'T 
DIE WITHIN THE NEXT FEW 
SECONDS... 


«HE STILL MUST FIND AND 
FACE THE ALIEN DUO WHO 
LIP THIS TO НИМ. Ж FIND 
AND FACE THE BLOOD 
BROTHERS AND THEIR 
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BROTHERS GAVE My 
- ФОЕ AIRING NITS! 


UP JUST ABOUT EVERY- 
THING THAT COULD 
HELP ME NOW! ሬሜ 


4 


4 


1 KNOWING IT 
MIGHT BE 
SLIGHTLY MORE 
k VULNERABLE. 


VIOLENT... AND MORE THAN A LITTLE 
MAGNIFICENT. 


MY ФИЗ THE SURGE CPWARDP /в SWIFT, 
JETS! 2 
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CIRCUITRY SEEMS Í 
UNAFFECTED. 


JETS ARE 


ዶሯዕሪ I SHOULD 
ВЕ ABLE ገጋ + 
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Í MAIN 
POWER FACK-- 


WITHOUT POWER, ONCE AWE- 
SOME ARMOR BECOMES MERE 
DEADWEIGHT. WITHOUT POWER, 
THERE 15 NOTHING LEFT... 


COMPLICATIONS. THEY CLOUD EVERYONE'S LIVES 


TONY STARK ALIAS IRON MAN-- 


OF SHEER TURMOIL 
| AT THE LINCOLN 
TUNNEL / 


- AND COMES UP CLINGING TO 4 
EE HALL, CLINGING TO 
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HELP THAT 
GRIP AT ALL! 


72 PLUNGE SHACLOWLY.. 


--BUT IT SOUNDS 
LIKE ARMAGEDDON 
DOWN THERE! 


POLICE SYREN So» 
BULL-HORNS,.. 
WRECKER CHAIN 
HOISTS GROANING... 
THE WORKS / 


SOMEONE'S 
CAR TO NEWARK 
AIRPORT -- 


ITS TIME Y 
TOMOVE! d 


--16 
OFFICIALLY 
KAPUTS 


BLAST IT! 1 
CAN TT MISS THAT 
LAST FLIGHT OUT TO 

CAL БОМ. 


WITH KENNEDY AND 
LA GUARDIA BOOKED 
SOLID... NEWARK'S MY | --IF YOU LET ል 
ONLY HOPE, LITTLE THING LIKE 
THE ууа 


-- BEFORE THE 7 

OF WHOMEVER KIDNAPED 
My OLD GIRL FRIEND, 
KAREN PAGE #-- \\ 
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FOR MORE ON THIS ABDUCTION, ₪ 
EYEBALL GHOST RIDER #19 AND ISSUE 7/87 
OF 2222 OWN MAS. -- ARCHIE. 
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PERHAPS, BUT MEANTIME, 
LET S SMET OUR ATTENTION 
FROM THE BLIND ADVENTURER... 
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AND RIGHT Now, 
THAT GOAL IS TO 
REACH THE MEST 


POSSIBLE-- 
GI 
Пеш 8 ር 


FROM HERE, 
I CAN USE 


E TWENT: 
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. |. 70 A SCENE OF DESOLATION 
‚| Som: У BLOCKS SOUTH -— 
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--А VACANT LOT 
COVERED BY THE SILENT 
RUINS OF WHAT WAS 
ONCE A FOUR- STORY 
BUILDING. 


ПИ You'Re AAR AWAY WHY YA GOTTA 
AGAIN, AIN'TCHA, | pp 227 THAT, BOSS? 


> З 
REACHIN’ 
OUT WITH 
YOUR 


AIN'T I ALWAYS 
TAKEN CARE OF YA... 
EVER SINCE THE 57 , 
TIME I CAME SCROUNGIN 
DOWN INTO THESE RUINS 
AN” FOUND YA 704 
HERE 7 


BUT WHO DOES HAVE THE ATTENTION OF SCROUNSER S STRANGE CHARGE 7 TWO LUMBERING 
FIGURES NOW STRIPING DOWN A MERCIFULLY DESERTED TENTH AVENUE... THE BLOOD 


HE IS ANGRY, BROTHER. 
1 гете O URGING 


-- WASTE NO MORE 
TINE AS WE DID FIGHTING 
THE IRON - CLAP ONE, 

EVEN THOUGH-- 


--THAT VENGEANCE WAS DUE 
US! HE IS NWOT OUR MASTER. 
WE ONLY HELP РМ, SO HE 
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AND SPEAKING 
OF MELIA... 


м-мо SE! 
CAN'T HOLD ...אס‎ 
ANY LONGER! aa 


р ROCK 6 тоо ` 
Г SLIPPERY... 
WEIGHT OF ARMOR | 
TOO MUCH! GOING d 
UNDER! Á 


PULLER, PROBABLY... 
LACKING A CERTAIN 
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NÝ Ан! RECOGNITION! 
THE THING THAT MAKES 
¡TALE WORTHWHILE. 4 


THAT--PLUS 
THE ИИМ 
CHARGES. 


UH-UH! YOU DON'T REALLY 

LOOK IN SHAPE סד‎ PUT ЫР 

WITH MY LAME REFIARTEE, 
AVENGER. 


ARMOR'S, POWER pr 
PACKS. SHOT! (2 


GOT TO... RECHARGE VE 
М NEW 


“IT... OR БЕСІ 
CAREER... AS А PIECE 
OF METAL SCULPTURE! | 
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MY_KNOWLEDGE OF 
ELECTRONICS 
DOESN'T GO MUCH 
PAST PLUGGING IN 
THE STEREO. 


--BUT IT'S A 
LOUSY SPOT 
BREATHING . 


LINES OUT 
OF THE WAY-- 


Ý ፲ 1( NEED SOME 
TIME TO RECOVER, ,, 


HOLD 0 FRIEND. I VE --T'LL USE МУ סד--‎ PELAY THAT 
GOT A PLANE TO CATCH | | ARMOR'S RADIO | | FLIGHT. NOW, TVE 
"А GIRLS 2/46 MAY ሪም AND TONY | | STILL GOT RE- 
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STARK 5 PAIRS TO MAKE... 
IWMFLUENCE-- R 


GIVE ITAN 
жағ, D.D -- 


IN A SWANK LINCOLN 
CENTER APARTMENT 
BUILDING, THAT ACTION ረሯ 
ABOUT TO BE PARAL- 
CELLED SOMEWHAT... 


-- AND NOT ENOUGH 

OF A 7 TO BE 

WORTH RUNNING 

AFTER IN THE ФАРМ. 
С2 


BESIDES, SHE MAY 
NOT CARE THAT 

HER MONEY- BAGS 
BOY FRIEND, JONY 
STARA, WAS LOOKING 
FOR HER EARLIER. 


HAD HER, 


à FACKED 
LIKE SHE 
WAS GOING 
SOMEWHERE... 


wil CAR DRIVEN BY MARRY KEY, PRIVATE 
(INVESTIGATOR „+, ANO РУДИ ЗГИНІ. SPY. 


HA! RAIN'S SZACKED 
OFF... EVEN THE 


ALL THE PERFECT / 
CIRCUMSTANCES = 

„‚, РОК THE ፡ 2 
PERFECT CAPER. | 
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WAIT, MS. GILBERT! 

= 7 
70 а E 


Ø AW, FORGET 
IT, WILLARD! SHE'S 
22 


тоо е СС 
TO HEAR АМУТН! 


WHERE ROXANNE GILBERT /5 E 
AND WAY -= ARE MATTERS 
FOR THE FUTURE. 


RIGHT NOW, LET'S LOOK AT 
A CAR PARKING IN A FACTORY 
SECTION OF QUEENS... "У 


O BRIEN, HEY, COULD YE BE HAVIN’ 

THOSE CHARGES SOMETHIN “IN 

WERE PROPPED. THAT PACKAGE- 
DETECTIVE SQUADS 


GOT NO BEEF 
WITH ME Now. 


THAT'S MOT 
WHAT I'VE BEEN 
HEARIN’ ON THE 


GRAPEVINE, виск-о. 


A STARK INTERNATIONAL. 
SECURITY GUARD 
UNIFORM, IS ITZ 


UNLESS 'TIS 
CAUNORY | 
YER DELIVERIN; 
MR. KEY, ID 
CALL THAT 
SUSPICIOUS. 1 
A BODY MIGHT 
TANK YE MEANT 
T'USE THAT FER 
CREEPIN 722 
STARK'S ioe 


--ІТ BEIN’ BUT A 
FEW BLOCKS AWAY... AN" 
ITS FINE PROTECTOR, “RON 
MAN, BEING OTHERWISE ОССИРИЕР 


DONE, 
MICHAEL. 


FIRST TIME 
IN VER LIFE, | 
YER FORSAKIN 
THE LAM 


BUT THE LAW LET SO THERE'S 
STARK AN" HIS METAL- NOTHIN ' FER 


(MEAN WHILE, IN MANHATTAN, ANOTHER DRAMA IS 
BEING PLAYED OUT! ዜሬ: 


COVERED A LOT OF 2 
GROUND WITHOUT 
MUCH RESULT" 


час” 


--BUT I GUESS 
IT BEATS COOL! 
MY HORNS IN AN 
> AIRPORT 
WAITING ROOM. 


STILL , SHELLHEAD S 
HOUR (5 RUNNING OUT 


AND THAT NOISE / 


EITHER SOMEONE'S SET 


TEARING UP 

WHAT ALREADY 
EMS TO 

BEA RUIN? 


OH, WELL -- 
е 


> ES 


URBAN , 
RENEWAL: 
MEANTIME -- 


Im 


DORKS Í AND 
wie WE WAIT-- 


THE FLICK CF A FINGER: WIRE RETRACTS BACK 
INTO ITS BILLY CLUB HANDLE. AND AT (TS APEX... 


„THE DARING SWING BECOMES BRIGHT 
AN EVEN MORE DARING... SPIN I 


нат SOMETHING ( E‏ ןו 
I'M NORMALLY-- —‏ 4 ) 


BUT THESE 
ARE THE 


BLOOD 
BROTHERS... P -WHO SHALL FARE 
- NO BETTER 


WHO DARES TO 
INTERFERE-- 4 


Же 
je 


GREP IN GALAXIES 
BEYOND TO FIGHT, TO XZ... 
72 FEED OF THE BLOOD 
OF THEIR FOES... TO BE 


HIT BY THE WORST... K = - NOW TM 
/ TRAPPED 


AGAINST IT! 


ONE S| OF COURSE, y 
MITCH, | | TA דסא‎ 
Bozos--: Я | EXACTLY- 
ለ 2 2 יש‎ q 2 / 
ጋመ" --АТ 
Á síð FULL 
/ AGHTIING 
STRENGTH 
02 | EITHER. 
MY . 1 4 4 
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BUT FLYING ISN'T EVERYTHING YOU TALKED МЕ MO 
... PARTICULARLY SINCE I'VE IT! T TRUST YOU'RE 
BEEN /TCHING TO TRY-- ро MAKING EXPRESS 
` < STOPS ONLY! 
MY Qu 
REDESIGNED 
ROCKET 
SKATES/ 


-- ARE STILL 
RUBBING 


PULL IN 
YOUR HORNS, 
Z “ብ 


# 27 --. 


BUT.. THEY DO 
WOT ESCAPE. 


| THEY REACH N 
THE STREET, 


“-TUMBLING / HURLED BY WILD MOMENTUM 1 
TOWARD A LOOMNG STOREFRONT | AND... 2 | 


WHILE MAKING REARS, я 


HORNHEAD, I DID SOME THINKING 
TH ESE mO.. 7-6 ES 


₪: 


THEY'RE 
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/ BROTHER! I 
| SHALL MAKE 
THE IRON-CLAD 
ጋክፎ-- 


FOR HIS 
ACTIONS! 


© YOU EVER 
GET GP AGAIN, 
THAT 15. 


V SCARLET-CLAD CLOWN! 27%... 


HEN I CACH You-- SITE OF THE ar 
BLOOD 
BROTHERS! 


CATCH ME, 
LEAD-FOOT! 


„AS 15 THE FALL 
THAT FOLLOWS IT: 


COULD IT BE YOU'RE 
LOSING YOUR 
STRENGTH, 
ROCK-DOME?, 


WITH MY 
BARE 
HANDS 


--Т CAN STALL 
TWIST YOU AND 
YOUR ARMOR INTO 
SHEER SCRAPS. 


L you | 
NOW 1S... 
ET א‎ = 
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—— и 
sz HAVE А 
= 


AND Z VE 
COME SKATING 
AWD ONE ROCKET- 
POWER BODY CFC 


,.. BECOMES HVAL ГАЛ OF A THEORY ITS 
TAKEN (RON MAN THREE BATTLES TO DEVELOP. 


GOT 
A PLANE 
8 TO CATCH! 


--THEY DRAW STRENGTH 
FROM EACH OTHER! 


D 
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УР. ] AND I VE GOTA 


መ : BIG UNANSWERED‏ כ א 


QUESTION: HØY DID 
--THE WEAKER THEY THE BLOOD BROTHERS 
GET! AND NOW THAT 


GO ON THIS КАМРАСЕ--?, 
WE AWOW THAT-- 


\ THERE MAS TO R 

BE SOME REASON „UNTIL T HAVE... 
BEHIND IT 17 DIDN'T HAVE ME POWER TO... BREAK 
/ Ø סד‎ DIG YA С/Г OUT MYSELF... 


Dear Messrs. Wein, Slifer, & Trimpe, and Ms. Severin: 


First 一 | assume that the battle on the bridge intercepted 
you folks on the way to work. Could we please have a list of 
the characters names? Just a simple left to right...or maybe 
silhouettes with numbers. 

Second 一 Iron Man's new armor. | don't think it is possible 
for such a suit to work. But then, | don't believe in repulsor 
rays, either! Ever since Tony started altering that first, crude 
suit, he has sacrificed mass and protection for speed, maneuver 
ability, and increased weaponry. It's his suit, and he should 
know what he is doing, but 1 cannot help but think this 
newest sacrifice is too great 

Third—Mr. Trimpe and Ms. Severin, | enjoyed your work 
very much! Your rendering of Pepper reminded me of her 
original appearance. Very well done! 

William М/. Goodson Jr 
209 Providence Rd 
Matthews, NC 28105 

We wish we could grant your request and enumerate the 
collection of Bullpen bystanders in that particular issue, Will, 
but the space required to simply //57 the two dozen-plus 
assemblage would preclude the possibility of our presenting 
the criticisms of any of your fellow fans on IRON MAN #85. 

And since we realize you'd rather hear from them than us 
(we know we would), let's move on to our next missive... 

Dear Stan, Len, Roger, Herb, and Marie: 

Things are looking up. First, you've managed to get rid 
of that stupid nose on Shell-Head's helmet. You've even found 
a more credible way for him to suit up! And I'm glad that 
you've decided to break-up Tony and Roxie Gilbert. | never 
did trust her. Maybe now she'll betray Tony to O'Brien, and 
during the final confrontation Roxie will realize that she and 
Tony were never meant for each other and...well, you write 
the stories! 

The art was fantastic. We know that Herb stuck with the 
HULK for eight years. Let’s hope he and Marie can stay on 
IRON MAN at least half as long 

Looks like you're never at a loss for characters to place in 
your crowd scenes. The entire Bullpen must be in those first 
three pages! What a motley bunch! 

I'm not too fond of the way you've been splitting up the 
writing chores between Len and Roger. Both of them are 
doing nice jobs, but it doesn’t lend itself to coherency 

Larry Twiss 
227 Fox Run 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Dear Marvel People, 

| would like to point out certain problems involved in Iron 
Man's new suiting-up procedure as introduced in IRON MAN 
#85. First of all, in order to slide out during “mere micro-sec- 
onds,” the sleeves and leggings would require a velocity of 
about 20 miles per second. The frictional heat produced 
would be sufficient to melt the armor and roast Tony Stark 
land don't tell me his armor can absorb this much heat in 
a millionth of a second). The sonic boom produced will make 
surreptitious costume changes difficult—as will the scream 
when the 20 mile per second sleeves slice off his elbows. 

There is also the fact that during mere micro-seconds, Tony 
managed to say about 100 words, giving him a speaking rate of 
600 million words per minute. How does Pepper take dicta 
tion from him? 

VII be expecting а micro-second no-prize. 

Theodore Miller 
158-15 79th St. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Tell us, Teddy, didn't you ever wonder why Tony Stark 
is called an electronics genius? Personally, we feel that anyone 
capable of designing the most flexible and protective suit of 
combat armor ever created, would be proficient enough to 
provide for some sort of protection for his limbs during a 
quick costume change. 

Dear Len, 

"Innocent" bystanders. Those irascible back seat drivers, 
Those bleacher managers. Arrggh, what distasteful people! 
Yet they seem to be a necessity in superhero comics, and one 
can’t get around them. 

Or so | thought. 

But with this ish, IM 485, you have proven me wrong. Not 
only have you gotten rid of those miserable creatures, but 
you've replaced them with likeable and funny looking people! 
іп fact, you've done away with them in the best way possible, 
by taking their places!!! 

That goateed gentleman with the green shirt looked awfully 
familiar to these о! eyes o'mine. And that woman with the 
gray skirt wasn't anonymous, either. And that's not to mention 
the stately gentleman overlooking the happenings (what else!) 
and a lot of other friendly faces. | can’t really place their 
names, but | have the sneaking suspicion that they work some: 
where around Madison and 57th. 

The story itself doesn’t deserve mention, except to say 
that it looked like a horror story. (No, no...not the Freak 
again!) But that’s irrelevent compared to the joy of seeing 
such nice people populating the street. A great plus this time 
around was Marie's great caricatures. М I'm not mistaken, 
she drew the entire ish. If I am, then Herb did very little in way 
of artwork, ‘cause it looked like 100% Severin to me (if it 
wasn't, then I’m turning in my Hulk record). A final quickie: 
Roger Slifer deserves a strip of his own if only for the fact 
that he has written one of the finest balloons I’ve ever 
read 一 the one coming from the mouth of that crazy cat with 
the yellow jacket on page three. 

Well, that’s about it. | hear Sarah Vaughan calling me on 
the stereo 

Dean Mullaney 
168 Colon Ave. 
Staten Island, NY 10308 

Well, as long as you're on your way to the turntable, reach 
in—between your McCarthey discs and your “Spider-Man: 
Rock Reflections of a Superhero” album—and savor your 
collectors’ edition Hulk record. For, although you were incor: 
rect in your assumption that Mirthful Marie was totally 
responsible for the artistic rendering of that particular issue, we 
refuse to deprive such a dyed-in-the-wool True Believer of 
such a valuable item! 

However, we do understand how such an error could be 
made, since Ms. Severin's forte is caricature, and since her 
overpowering inks leave such an enduring impression. We know 
you meant no slur, Dean, but we did want to set the record 
straight, so as not to deprive Herb Trimpe of the credit due 
such an excellent craftsman as the Happy One. 

Till next month—hang loose! 


